
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The  

Twelve  

Shades  

of  

German Riesling 

GRAPES* 

Greatness 

 



 

RIESLING DEEP DIVE #347…seriously…the below 4 Van Volxem bottles, ordered together, 

will impress your Mom, your friends, ALL the wine gods, maybe even Mayor Adams 300. 



 

 

  



 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

AYLER KUPP 
size: 121.5 acres (74.1 acres are vines; the remaining acres are forest and Amazon warehouses) 

aspect: southeast, to south, to southwest (the grapes need every ounce of sunshine) 
altitude: 450’ – 720’ 

soil: every color of slate that Pantone can muster, but primarily devonschiefer 
slope: oh yaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaahhhhh, from 20° - 70° 

physical profile: a whale or a dirigible 
wine profile: cut & linear & filigreed…a liquid version of Slender Man 

early history: the first documentation of the site name was 1304 
slightly recent history: in 1904, a bottle of Ayler Kupp Riesling  

was more expensive than a bottle of Château d'Yquem 
even more recent history: the 1971 German Wine Laws  

cannibalized the individual parcels (climats for your burghounds) and created a singular vineyard… 
as you can see from the image, this is not a singular parcel  

and we need the poohbahs in Berlin to undo those newly antiquated laws 

The Ayler Kupp is located at roughly 50° N,  
which is roughly as far north as a grape can 

properly ripen. The intensity of the sunlight is 
then a vital component of the ripening process.  

The ideal insolation is HERE. 
Fun fact: this intensity of sunlight is equivalent 

to what the city of Naples receives,  
which is located at 40°N. 

Important note: the very lower slopes  
and flatlands are used for other agriculture  

and grasslands, as there is  
not enough insolation for a grape to ripen. 



 

 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

This palpable sense of history can be overwhelming and certainly does not guarantee 
greatness in the resulting wines. The estate, presently under the watchful eye of 
domänenverwalter Stefan Doktor, absolutely produces greatness, however, and imbues 
every ounce of glorious grape nectar with the might of over 1000 years of dedication 
and Riesling supremacy.  
Charlemagne was right...jeez, he is always right!. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

THE MAJESTY OF J.J. PRÜM…and by majesty, I mean, really, really f*#king great 

--GROSSER RING AUCTION WINE--

terroir
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