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K N O X — S t a r k e 
County residents in 
need of food assistance 
will have an opportu-
nity to pick up some 
groceries for free this 
Friday. 

On April 17, the Food 
Bank of Northern Indiana will be stationed at the 
Knox Elementary School, located at 210 W. Culver 
Rd, for a drive-through food drive. 

According to officials, pre-boxed and pre-bagged 
items will be distributed, free of charge, on a first 
come, first served basis, for up to 500 households, 
while supplies last. 

The Emergency Food 
Assistance Program 

KCES to serve 
as food bank 
distribution site

Update, cont. from front
need to be reported and 
the person would be 
notified. 

Lynch said once a 
timeline and contact list 

is established, his office 
calls all people who 
have been in close con-
tact with the patient and 
recommends that they 

self isolate for at least 
two weeks. 

If any one suspects 
they may have come 
into contact with some-

one who has the virus, 
they should do the same 
and contact their health 
care provider for addi-
tional information. 

In a recent press 
release, Lynch noted that 
COVID-19 is a respira-
tory illness caused by a 
novel, or new, corona-
virus that has not been 
previously identified. 
It is not the same as 
the type of coronavirus 
that causes the common 
cold. 

COVID-19 is most 
commonly spread from 
an infected person to 
others through: 

Respiratory droplets 
released into the air by 
coughing and sneezing; 

• Close personal con-
tact, such as touching or 
shaking hands; 

• Touching an object 
or surface with the 
virus on it, then touch-

ing your mouth, nose, 
or eyes before washing 
your hands and

• Rarely, fecal con-
tamination. 

Many people who 
acquire COVID-19 will 
have mild symptoms, 
can self-isolate and do 
not need to be tested. 
Older individuals and 
those with underlying 
medical conditions are 
at higher risk for severe 
illness. 

The best ways to pro-
tect yourself are to wash 
your hands often with 
soap and water for at 
least 20 seconds, avoid 
touching your face with 
unwashed hands, avoid 
close contact with peo-
ple who are sick, stay 
home when you’re sick, 
cover your cough or 
sneeze and clean and 
disinfect frequently 
touched objects and sur-

faces. 
The Centers for 

Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) does 
not recommend that 
people who are well 
wear a face mask to 
protect themselves from 
respiratory illnesses, 
including COVID-19. 
You should only wear a 
mask if a healthcare pro-
fessional recommends 
it. A face mask should 
be used by people who 
have COVID-19 and are 
showing symptoms to 
protect others from the 
risk of infection. 

Visit the Indiana State 
Department of Health’s 
COVID-19 website at 
https://coronavirus.
IN.gov for more infor-
mation, including fre-
quently asked questions 
about COVID-19. 

See KCES A4
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Erica Hemphill, one of the owners of the 10-56 Brewing in Knox, stands behind a plastic curtain that was 
installed in front of the bar to help add another layer of protection.

Brew Gooders: Sanitarily serving up 
food, alcohol, and altruism during 
the coronavirus crisis 
BY JACQUE RYAN
EDITOR 

KNOX—Mike and Erica Hemphill, owners of the 
10-56 Brewing Company in Knox, have been going 
above and beyond to keep their business afloat 
while keeping customers safe and assisting the 
community. 

While the taproom remains open to allow people 
to pick up carryout orders, no dining-in or drinking 
is allowed inside due to Governor Eric Holcomb’s 
executive order related to restaurants, bars and sim-
ilar establishments. 

When it comes to keeping things sanitary, Erica 
Hemphill stated that while preparing the food and 
making pours, all employees wear masks as well 
as gloves and switch to a clean pair between each 
transaction. She noted that they’re also taking all 
necessary precautionary measures during deliveries 
and carry-out orders. 

Since the business adjusted their procedures so 
quickly, Hemphill said they’ve continued to have 
a consistent stream of customers, despite the cir-
cumstances. She went on to express her gratitude 
to the community for how 
supportive they’ve been. See BREW A4

tified in the hospital or a physician’s 
office, the individual is placed in a 
separate room or area away from 
other patients and given a medical 
mask to wear. Only a small care 
team interacts with the patient. The 
ED physician or attending physi-
cian determines whether testing is 
needed, and coordinates testing and 
the patient’s ultimate disposition in 
consultation with the Indiana State 
Department of Health, as needed. 

Infection control is a top priority. 
Our staff members are trained in 
the appropriate use of personal pro-
tective equipment (PPE), including 
medical masks, N-95 respirators, 
goggles and gowns. We actively 
maintain our PPE inventory based 
on the number of patients in our 
care and we have sufficient inven-
tory to tend to our patients. Our 
resources are being increased, in 
part thanks to generous donations 
from communities. I believe we are 
prepared for the event of a surge 

in hospitalized patients. Our staff 
is preserving and conserving our 
PPE inventory in accordance with 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention guidance.

Patients receive care thanks to 
the skills and compassion of the 
nurses, physicians, technicians and 
all members of our team. We under-
stand our responsibility to protect 
our caregivers with the resources 
and practices to minimize unneces-
sary exposure to infection and we 
are restricting visitor access to the 
hospital at this time as part of this 
response.

Starke Hospital and all healthcare 
organizations and caregivers in the 
community are focused on respond-
ing appropriately to this monumen-
tal public health emergency. We 
applaud the local municipalities 
and Governor Holcomb’s actions to 
reduce the spread of COVID-19 in 
our communities and we are grate-
ful to the Indiana State Department 

of Health for their leadership. The 
public’s participation in social dis-
tancing and staying home is critical 
to reduce the number of people 
who are infected. Our hospital is 
just one piece of the needed action 
to fight COVID-19.

Lastly, the communities’ support 
for our healthcare heroes has been 
tremendous. We all appreciate your 
prayers, donations, kind words and 
ongoing efforts to practice social 
distancing. 

For factual information about our 
hospital’s preparedness, I invite you 
to visit starkehealth.com/COVID-
19. To learn more about the Indiana 
State Department of Health’s 
response visit https://coronavirus.
in.gov/  and for in-depth infor-
mation about COVID-19 visit the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, CDC.gov

Ashley Dickinson, Chief Executive 
Officer for Starke Hospital and La 
Porte Hospital
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Gov. Holcomb commented, “Hoosier commu-
nities are able to take on more needed roadwork 
and do it in record time thanks to Community 
Crossings. Our commitment to partnering with 
cities, towns, and counties on vital infrastructure 
helps build strong communities poised for invest-
ment and growth. 

The Community Crossings Initiative has provid-
ed more than $738 million in state matching funds 
for construction projects. The latest round garnered 
more applications than dollars available—making 
the call for projects highly competitive.

In response to local requests to help manage proj-
ect flow, INDOT now accepts applications in both 
January and July, with a $1 million cap annually per 
community. 

An estimated $100 million will be available for 
communities opting to apply during the July 2020 
call for projects. 

“INDOT’s mission is to build and maintain 
Indiana’s transportation to grow our economy 
and enhance the quality of life in Indiana,” said 
McGuinness. “Through Community Crossings, 
we’re able to take that commitment to local roads, 
not just our highways. This sustained investment by 
the state makes sure that the Crossroads of America 
is maintained from the first mile to the last mile.”

To qualify for funding, local governments must 
provide local matching funds, 50 percent for larger 
communities or 25 percent for smaller communi-
ties, from a funding source approved for road and 
bridge construction. They must also submit an 
INDOT-approved asset management plan for main-
taining existing roads and bridges.

State law requires annually that 50 percent of the 
available matching funds be awarded to commu-
nities within counties with a population of 50,000 
or fewer. State lawmakers identified long-term 
funding for Community Crossings as part of House 
Enrolled Act 1002, passed by the legislature and 
signed into law by Gov. Holcomb in April 2017.

The list of all communities receiving matching 
funds in the 2020 January call for projects is online 
at www.in.gov/indot/communitycrossings.
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Obits2

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

KNOX-WINAMAC
COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER

1002 S. Edgewood Drive, Knox
574-772-6030

Walter Fritz, MD • Alexander Gatzimos, MD • Tracy Haddix, FNP
Liz Moerman, FNP • Kim McCullough, FNP • Lori Truesdell, LCSW
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For those of you who thought the 
recent panic buying of toilet paper 
was a unique event, think again. In the 
1970’s, at the height of the gas short-
ages, a Wisconsin legislator reported 
on the floor of congress that a toilet 
paper shortage was on the horizon.  
Congressman Harold Frolich said that 
his information came from a Hilton 
Hotel purchasing agent.

Besides toilet paper, the congress-
man said there was to be a shortage 
of matchbook covers and memo pads. 
In response to the report, Johnny 
Carson’s writers put a “bit” into his 
monologue that said the toilet paper 
shortage was eminent, and that view-
ers should stock up fast. At the time, 
Carson had a nightly audience of 20 
million.

Almost immediately, there was a 
run on toilet paper.  Stores couldn’t 
keep it on the shelves and thousands 
of Carson fans were in high anxiety.

The scarcity was so pronounced that 
Carson had to go on the air to tamp 
down the fears. CBS news anchor, 
Walter Cronkite, even used a segment 
of his nightly newscast to read a state-
ment from the Scott Paper Company 
that, because of the rumors, an alloca-
tion distribution plan was being put 
into place.
A Star is Born:

The movie, “The Best Man in Grass 
Creek” was being premiered at the 
Rees Theatre in Plymouth on April 18, 
2001. The movie centered around one 
man’s fear of attending weddings.

Appearing as a Catholic Priest in 
the movie, was Ed Hasnerl. Another 
Starke Countian in the production 
was Terry Turner, who played a pho-
tographer.

An actor of note, Ed once portrayed 
Chief Winamac, at the noon Winamac 
Kiwanis luncheon. During a question 
and answer period, one of the mem-
bers asked, “Chief, what would you 

want to do if you could come back 
today?” Without missing a beat, Ed 
said “I’d want to appear on American 
Idol.”  Ed Hasnerl is a star in his own 
right.
Palm Sunday Tornado 

Outbreak Anniversary:
Three people were killed, and over 

200 buildings were destroyed or dam-
aged on April 11, 1965. The tornado 
hit the Wayne Singleton home north 
of Knox first then moved on to Hamlet 
and Koontz Lake.  

National Guard and Sheriff’s 
Deputies spent the night at Koontz 
Lake, which had the most damage, 
with over 150 buildings hit.

Also on the scene were members 
of the Red Cross.  A command center 
was set up in the Grovertown High 
School.
Hello Hamburgers, Goodbye 

Little Oscar:
On April 15, 1955 ,Ray Kroc served 

his first McDonald’s hamburger, in 
Des Plains, Ill. The fast food burger 
cost 15 cents.

Years later, on April 12,  2005, George 
Molchan died at his home in Hobart, 
Indiana.  Millions of people knew him 
simply as “ Little Oscar.”  Molchan 
was 44-inches-tall, or as he liked to 
say, 10 weiners tall, and traveled with 
the Oscar Mayer Weiner-Mobile all 
over the midwest. He was 82-years-
old at the time of his death. Molchan 
once appeared at Five Star, with the 
Weiner-Mobile. 

I’ll be back next week. Stay well.

Conversations with 
Ted

By Ted Hayes

Blame it on Johnny Carson

Views Presented By Columnists 

And Cartoonists On Today’s 

Opinion Page Do Not Necessarily 

Reflect Those Of The Staff And 

Management Of The Leader

Service from front

Have an opinion? Send a Letter to the Editor: news@starkecountyleader.com

reminded that alcohol should never be opened or 
consumed while in a vehicle. 

In addition to selling beverages, the store also has 
a limited supply of 8 oz bottles of hand sanitizer 
from the Neeley Family Distillers. 

Knox Liquors is open from 9 a.m. until 8 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. until 10 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday and from noon until 6 p.m. 
on Sundays. You can contact the store by calling 
574-772-4341. 

(TEFAP) is 100 percent financed with federal funds. 
Direct any questions to the Food Bank of 

Northern Indiana at 574-232-9986. 
If you’re able to provide a financial contribu-

tion to help support more programs like this, 
visit FeedIndiana.org/donate. People interested 
in volunteering for the organization should visit 
FeedIndiana.org/get-involved/volunteer. 

KCES from A2
In addition to providing a vari-

ety of food and craft brews to 
their loyal customer base, the 
business owners have also start-
ed a program which allows mem-
bers of the public to pay for any 
number of meals to send to a 
Starke County agency. 

Hemphill shared their ’Feed 
our Heroes’ campaign is a way 
for community members to sup-
port their business while simul-
taneously thanking the vital indi-
viduals working in our commu-
nity.

So far thanks to the campaign, 
meals have already been pro-
vided to Starke Hospital staff, 
local dispatchers, the Knox Police 
Department, and the Starke 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

They intend to keep the pro-
gram going in order to provide 
meals to local police, fire and 
EMS personnel as well as postal 
workers and employees of med-
ical offices.

People have also used this pro-
gram as opportunity to sponsor 
meals for their own offices to 

boost morale among coworkers. 
Hemphill added that she knows 

there are many people who may 
be struggling financially right 
now due to unemployment and 
other factors. She emphasized 
that anyone who would have 
trouble paying for themselves or 
their family can request to receive 
food free-of-charge.  

To place an order, sponsor a 
meal, or ask any questions, call 
630-816-5790. 

Brew, cont. from A2

and/or desks. Once NJ-SP officials 
gain permission from the DOE and 
State/local Health officials, a plan 
will be shared on how students can 
come and claim their belongings. We 
anticipate this will not happen until at 
least May 4.

•The Prom scheduled for May 2 has 
been postponed. Mr. Polite and Mrs. 
Dudka are discussing options and are 
hopeful in having a prom. 

•A traditional commencement 
(graduation) ceremony on May 31st 
does not look plausible. Mr. Polite is 
beginning conversations with teach-
ers and Senior students on possible 
options. A celebration and ceremo-
ny for our Senior students and their 
academic achievements will occur in 
some format.

•Lunches will continue to be pro-
vided and served by our cafeteria 
workers and bus drivers. The format 
and process may change in order to 
be more efficient. Please stay tuned to 
our social media pages and WKVI for 
possible changes to our lunch service.

The COVID-19 pandemic has indeed 
changed all of our lives. Although we 
are experiencing anxiety, lack of nor-
malcy, and fear of uncertainty; we 
find ourselves engaged in acts of col-
laboration, compassion, and support 
for neighbors and fellow community 
members. 

The students and staff appreciate 
the support, encouragement, and pos-
itive thoughts that have been demon-
strated. Small towns and communi-
ties definitely have big hearts. Thank 
you for your continued support.

NJ-SP eLearning Schedule:
Monday, April 13—eLearning day
Tuesday, April 14—eLearning day
Wednesday, April 15--eLearning 

day
Thursday, April 16--Closed COVID-

19
Friday, April 17— Closed COVID-

19

Monday, April 20—eLearning day
Tuesday, April 21— eLearning day
Wednesday, April 22—eLearning 

day
Thursday, April 23— Closed 

COVID-19
Friday, April 24— Closed COVID-

19

Monday, April 27—eLearning day
Tuesday, April 28— eLearning day
Wednesday, April 29—eLearning 

day
Thursday, April 30— Closed 

COVID-19
Friday, May 1— Closed COVID-19

Monday, May 4—eLearning day
Tuesday, May 5—eLearning day
Wednesday, May 6--eLearning day
Thursday, May 7--Closed COVID-

19
Friday, May 8— Closed COVID-19

Monday, May 11—eLearning day
Tuesday, May 12— eLearning day
Wednesday, May 13—eLearning 

day
Thursday, May 14— Closed COVID-

19
Friday, May 15— Closed COVID-19

Monday, May 18—eLearning day
Tuesday, May 19— eLearning day
Wednesday, May 20—eLearning 

day
Thursday, May 21— Closed COVID-

19
Friday, May 22— Closed COVID-19

If you have any questions, contact 
the North Judson-San Pierre School 
Corporation at 574-896-2155.

NJSP from A3

awarded to Larson 
Danielson Construction 
for site concrete work 
in the amount to 
$441,650 while the bid 

for site asphalt paving 
was awarded to Reith-
Riley Construction for 
$562,945.00.  

After awarding the 

first three bids for site 
construction, the project 
is running slightly under 
budget.  The next phase 
of the project will be 

awarding bids for ren-
ovations and building 
construction which are 
scheduled to be award-
ed to contractors in May. 

Knox, cont. from A3
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WWW.STARKECOUNTYSTOP.ORG 
       @StarkeTaskforceforOverdosePrevention 

Indiana Insurance Navigators can assist 
any Indiana resident with applying for  

Indiana Health Insurance.  

You do NOT have to be a client of their  
organization to utilize their services. 

Marcie C. Knox-Winamac  
Community Health 
Centers 

574-772-6030 

Julie W. HealthLinc 574-772-7400 

Brittany C. Pulaski Memorial 574-946-2016 

Cindy A. Starke Hospital 574-772-6231 
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