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Born in Jakarta, Indonesia, Chef Siska Silitonga has been profiled in Bon Appetit Magazine and 

CNN for her Californian adaptations of Indonesian cuisine.  As a child in Jakarta, Siska began her 

culinary journey as an assistant to her mother and mentor, a professional chef. In 2005, Siska 

moved to the San Francisco bay area. Since her arrival she has used both her talents and 

passion to not only raise awareness, but also appreciation and understanding, of Indonesian 

food and culture throughout the Bay Area as well as the culinary world. 

Siska launched her professional culinary career through pop-up dinners and private events in 

the San Francisco Bay Area. In 2019, Siska ran ChiliCali, an Indonesian food truck for Off the Grid 

at Google’s headquarters, testing her concept for modern Indonesian cuisine. Through Off the 

Grid, Siska fed over 300 Google staff members daily, 

allowing her the opportunity to further refine her 

Californian interpretations of her native cuisine. In an 

effort to bring the flavors of Indonesia to home cooks 

and Indonesian food enthusiasts worldwide, Siska 

developed a line of Indonesian cooking condiments 

under her ChiliCali brand. Her jarred sambal hot sauce 

was awarded the coveted Good Food award in that 

same year.  

 

As a chef who is honored by her Indonesian heritage, Siska has spent years developing recipes, 

cooking, pickling, jarring and proudly producing anything that helps her to maintain her roots to 



 

her native Indonesia. Raised in a culture where eating what you catch and growing your own 

food from the land is a natural way of life, Siska has a deep respect and personal devotion to 

sourcing sustainable and locally found ingredients in her cooking. This philosophy is reflected in 

her interpretation of Indonesian cuisine through the use of locally sourced ingredients to 

recreate classic Indonesian dishes. This passion has culminated in the opening of her first brick 

and mortar restaurant.  

In 2021, Siska opened Warung Siska, in Redwood City, California with partners Ervan Lim and 
Anne Le Ziblatt. The vision for Warung Siska was inspired by Indonesia’s culture of “warung” 
restaurants. In Indonesia, these eateries are small, family-run roadside operations, offering a 
wide range of home cooked dishes at reasonable prices. Warung Siska features Siska’s 
Californian interpretations of her childhood favorites, set in a modern yet casually elegant 
setting.   
 
In addition to her professional culinary ventures, Siska has taken an active, albeit informal, role 
as both a culinary and cultural ambassador of Indonesia.  
 
To read reviews of Siska’s pop-up dinners on ChefsFeed Experience, please click here: 
https://rb.gy/405zux 
 

Press coverage on Chef Siska can be found below: 
 
https://www.sfchronicle.com/food/article/S-F-s-most-prominent-Indonesian-chef-is-16168827.php 
 
https://www.sfchronicle.com/restaurants/article/Where-to-find-succulent-Dungeness-crab-restaurant-
15886120.php 
 
https://www.bonappetit.com/story/first-indonesian-food-truck-san-francisco 
 
https://www.sfchronicle.com/restaurants/article/How-an-Indonesian-chef-is-bringing-the-heat-to-
13321453.php 
 
https://www.mercurynews.com/2019/08/21/these-up-and-coming-sf-bay-area-chefs-will-fire-it-up-at-
bbq-without-borders/ 
 
https://www.sfchronicle.com/restaurants/article/Let-s-look-at-immigrants-contributions-to-
14465127.php 
 
https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/vegetarian-diet-beginners-coronavirus-wellness/index.html 
 
https://www.sfchronicle.com/food/article/Bay-Area-artisans-represent-well-in-2019-Good-
13527812.php 
 
https://www.7x7.com/6-best-indonesian-restaurants-2484863515.html 
 
https://thebolditalic.com/a-closer-look-at-sfs-food-truck-industry-69a56055dc05  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cAMbKMloCLM 
 
https://sfinsider.sfgate.com/selamat-makan-authentic-indonesian-restaurants-in-the-bay-area/ 
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https://www.kqed.org/bayareabites/138637/fundraiser-brings-in-thousands-of-dollars-for-six-food-
businesses-destroyed-by-folsom-street-fire 
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