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DREW NIEPORENT

Owner, Myriad Restaurant Group

Number of years in New York City:
His whole life *

Number of contacts: More than 1,000
BlackBerry or iPhone: BlackBerry

“I'm always fascinated
how sometimes | make
a huge impression on
somebody and then

| never see them.”
—DREW NIEPORENT

When you own Nobu and Tribeca Grill, it's not a
question of who you know but who you don’t
know. “You name 'em and they pretty much
show up,” says Drew Nieporent, whose Myriad
Restaurant Group owns these two stalwarts as
well as six other restaurants and a wine-and-spirits
store. Nieporent has about 1,000 numbers stored
in two cell phones and a BlackBerry. (For the
record, he carries only two devices at a time.) His
phone book includes contact info for his
numerous celebrity business partners, such as
Robert De Niro, Robin Williams, Bill Murray,
and Russell Simmons, not to mention friends like
Keith Hernandez and Tiki Barber.

Nobu may open many doors for him, but
Nieporent is also a fixture on the city’s party scene.
“I turn up at events where nobody wants to go and
then I turn up atevents where it's almost impossible
to be invited,” he says. As a result, he’s been able
to meet all kinds of people outside the restaurant
world. His advice? If you're at a party with a bold-
faced name, don’t pander or patronize. And, most
important, “You have to have a little bit of
chutzpah, which is a good thing in New York.”

* Until he moved to New Jersey in 1991.




