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J.C. RiceDEFIANT: Peter Kreemajer, Bill Keegan and
Richard Velez at the Bay Ridge American
Legion hall.

14 cig havens still
smoking 10 years after
Bloomberg’s ban
By GARY BUISO

Last Updated: 6:34 AM, July 14, 2013

Posted: 11:40 PM, July 13, 2013

Here’s smoke in your eye, Nanny Bloomberg!

The city’s smoking ban may be more than a decade old, but at the 14 bars and

clubs where lighting up is still legal, patrons happily puff like it’s 1999 — and fume

about the ban-happy mayor.

“It’s our right!” declared Vietnam vet Richard Velez, 63, at the Bay Ridge American

Legion hall in Brooklyn. “Who the hell is this one individual to come in and

micromanage my life?”

Velez said he’d give Mayor Bloomberg a tall salute if he dared step foot in his club.

“I’d blow smoke in his face,” he huffed. “I can’t stand the jerk.”

Vets said they had an inalienable

right to puff away.

“I’m 74 years of age, and I want to

have a cigarette when I have my

beer,” Bill Keegan said.

Since the ban was enacted in

2003, the number of smoker

havens has remained “fairly

consistent,” says the city Health

Department, which exempted just

seven establishments in its first

year.

Bars that allow smokers need to have been in existence by Dec. 31, 2001, and at

least 10 percent of their revenue must derive from tobacco or tobacco-related

products. Veteran and fraternal groups are also exempt, provided they submit the

paperwork.

Former smoker Gene Burch made sure members and their guests had the right to

smoke inside American Legion Post 1424 in Forest Hills, Queens, which won its

exemption in 2005.

“Some of us fought in wars. Why shouldn’t we have the right to smoke?” the Vietnam

vet said.
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In Sunset Park, Brooklyn, the feeling was mutual.

“The mayor should start cleaning up the homeless again and stop worrying about

people’s private lives!” said Joan Nelson, social director of Sporting Club GjÃ¸a, a

Norwegian soccer club founded in 1911.

“It’s an inconvenience to have to go outside,” she said. “It’s also an insult to leave

the room. I’m paying. I enjoy being able to sit here, have a cigarette and have a

drink, too.”

About half of the members smoke in the club, which has an ionizer and two air-

filtration devices.

“We are about to install a new one because, lately, it has been brought up that

we’ve had an increase in smokers,” Nelson said.

Some smokers are finding ways into the fraternal organizations, which require

sponsorships or other conditions for entry.

“As a smoker, I miss lighting up at the end of my meal,” said Mario Alonso, a

construction worker who has been ducking into the Maltese Club in Astoria after

work for the past year.

“Smokers are apt to find a location they can light up and do everything everyone

else does.”

gbuiso@nypost.com

Asiana Airlines considers legal action

against NTSB and SF TV station after bogus

names are broadcast (International News)

Black diner arrested after punching drunken

white 'Goldman Sachs employee' who

unleashed racial insult (Local News)

Sophia Vergara shows off rear in pink thong

bikini (Page Six)

Queens cabby allegedly unleashes bat and

stab barrage, killing one of two drunk men

(Local News)

Plunging topless (Page Six)

Couple having sex against window fall to

their deaths after glass breaks: report

(International News)
Recommended by 

The 6 Worst Cars at the Detroit Auto Show

2013 (The Fiscal Times)

10 Entitlement Truths That Will Blow Your

Mind (Free Enterprise)

Mario Batali’s Picks for the Best

Restaurants in NYC (Lifestyle Mirror)

New York City Barbecue as Viewed by a

Native Texan (Drive the District)

Carla Bruni Wears The Iconic Shirt We

Love (LT Insider)

Matthew Perry Talks Cory Monteith: "There

Is No Upside to This Man Losing His Life"

(E! Online)

News Gossip Sports Weird Entertainment

Monteith Cause of Death
Revealed

TweetTweet

52

0

Share

EMAIL

PRINT

88

Like

http://www.nypost.com/news
http://www.nypost.com/news/business
http://www.nypost.com/news/opinion
http://www.nypost.com/columnists
http://www.nypost.com/news/local
http://www.nypost.com/pagesix
http://www.nypost.com/photo#celeb_photos_anchor
http://www.nypost.com/columnists/cindyadams
http://www.nypost.com/pagesixmag
http://www.nypost.com/sports
http://www.nypost.com/columnists#columnists_list_sports
http://stats.nypost.com/
http://www.nypost.com/entertainment
http://www.nypost.com/entertainment/tv
http://www.nypost.com/entertainment/movies
http://www.nypost.com/entertainment/music
http://www.nypost.com/video
http://www.nypost.com/photo
http://www.nypost.com/video
http://www.nypost.com/contact/contactus.htm
http://www.nypost.com/p/static/frequently_asked_questions_pYPyculKmlkJduyMuq9CcN
http://www.nypost.com/todays_paper
http://www.nypost.com/nypostarchives
http://www.nypost.com/archives/covers/
http://www.nypostreprints.com/
http://www.nypost.com/p/static/site_map_H9QJodTDYACLl6K25PCpdN
https://pay.nypost.com/
http://stlink.nypost.com/join/signup
http://nyp.st/OdLXCT
http://nyp.st/OdM3ua
https://play.google.com/store/apps/developer?id=NYP+Holdings,+Inc.
http://www.amazon.com/New-York-Post-for-Tablet/dp/B006L4S3OY
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/New-York-Post/NYP-Holdings-Inc/e/2940043957436
http://www.nypost.com/eedition
http://www.nypost.com/Rss
http://www.nypost.com/mediakit
http://www.nypost.com/p/static/item_TD8hJ3yOPrr7GNUkS6kobN
http://www.nypost.com/promotions/
mailto:gbuiso@nypost.com
http://www.nypost.com/p/news/international/asiana_airlines_considers_broadcast_QUG1HeKe4d6fgth3Smc4dO
http://www.nypost.com/p/news/local/manhattan/word_gets_numbskull_numb_skull_0EXocqRJHZuzDzrVoSd1UI
http://www.nypost.com/p/pagesix/sophia_vergara_shows_off_rear_in_L64YEI960ZsfsGuKuFg4cP
http://www.nypost.com/p/news/local/queens/cabby_bat_stab_slay_fury_wa9vzPtapsI8g1HpCuVkxI
http://www.nypost.com/p/pagesix/plunging_topless_5cagGNcvBdEynwAIuqPncN
http://www.nypost.com/p/news/international/couple_having_breaks_against_window_gubAjAorXvnXAOzvI9qq9J
http://www.thefiscaltimes.com/Articles/2013/01/15/The-6-Worst-Cars-at-the-Detroit-Auto-Show-2013.aspx
http://www.freeenterprise.com/economy-taxes/entitlements-face-truth-or-face-consequences
http://www.lifestylemirror.com/life/food-drink/1232978581/best-restaurants-in-nyc-mario-batali-favorites/
http://www.drivethedistrict.com/2013/03/25/new-york-city-barbecue-as-viewed-by-a-native-texan/
http://www.lt-insider.com/2013/chambray-shirt/
http://www.eonline.com/news/439118/matthew-perry-talks-cory-monteith-there-is-no-upside-to-this-man-losing-his-life
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CvzWU7p3mUZGsCofd0AHusoHYAZfXm7sFAAAQASDvjOYoUNXx36T4_____wFgycapi8Ck2A_IAQLgAgCoAwHIA50EqgSpAU_QDd8H0JBdwf6fFCEB7RNLDObLYZCQ-UJQniTOP2SkE0nkxP7w7zBLGhYIZHJ3sQwmiE6LJZSIaPi_V24TFBlaxhuXodcP26qkqbHnr-tjDa4hNsbUVDB_S8BlJPFJ6R0dtChBK1-B05TW5kLSoZEVXRpStpONIQswk2E9CEKunUb9e7sT9vz7m4fIzaNQtTsfzQQkpVUKZHYRcD6Ygpe1r4t7XBr0TKjgBAGgBhQ&num=0&sig=AOD64_3kudOnxtMwPG4Zoccn7EIIFtRJhA&client=ca-pub-3228570045253020&adurl=https://pay.nypost.com/
http://www.nypost.com/video/?WID=8220&CID=507&sitesection=nypost_us_non_fro
http://www.nypost.com/video/?WID=8233&CID=10769&sitesection=nypostsix_ent_non_fro
http://www.nypost.com/video/?WID=8234&CID=1255&sitesection=nypost_spt_non_fro
http://www.nypost.com/video/?WID=8231&CID=4723&sitesection=nypost_wrd_non_fro
http://www.nypost.com/video/?WID=8246&CID=1252&sitesection=nypost_ent_non_fro
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nypost.com%2Fp%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fhangin_puff_in_the_city_MYL807Q9EyuflHuOXrhbDI&related=nypost&text=14%20city%20establishments%20where%20smoking%20is%20still%20legal%2010%20years%20after%20cigarette%20ban%20-%20NYPOST.com&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnyp.st%2F15Ev1gb&via=nypost
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nypost.com%2Fp%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fhangin_puff_in_the_city_MYL807Q9EyuflHuOXrhbDI
http://www.nypost.com/p/news/local/hangin_puff_in_the_city_MYL807Q9EyuflHuOXrhbDI#
http://www.nypost.com/f/print/news/local/hangin_puff_in_the_city_MYL807Q9EyuflHuOXrhbDI


7/17/13 14 city establishments where smoking is still legal 10 years after cigarette ban - NYPOST.com

www.nypost.com/p/news/local/hangin_puff_in_the_city_MYL807Q9EyuflHuOXrhbDI 3/3

NEW YORK POST is a registered trademark of NYP Holdings, Inc.

NYPOST.COM, NYPOSTONLINE.COM, and NEWYORKPOST.COM are trademarks of NYP Holdings, Inc.

© Copyright 2013 NYP Holdings, Inc. All rights reserved. PRIVACY | TERMS OF USE | AD CHOICES

FollowFollow  Like

blank

http://www.nypost.com/
http://www.nypost.com/
http://www.nypost.com/
http://www.nypost.com/
http://www.nypost.com/p/static/privacy_policy_PlyzvkFUzwURLgq0xv11cN
http://www.nypost.com/p/static/terms_of_use_F27QUfwMq8P3OuZ1AonIfN
http://www.nypost.com/p/static/privacy_policy_PlyzvkFUzwURLgq0xv11cN#ad-choice
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nypost.com%2Fp%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fhangin_puff_in_the_city_MYL807Q9EyuflHuOXrhbDI&region=follow_link&screen_name=nypost&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0

