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Jet-Set Bohemian: Summertime Rooftop Restaurants

This bar is incredible,” a twenty-something guy in cut-offs says to his friend as the elevator opened up on the 15th floor rooftop 
bar and restaurant, Mr. Purple. “Could you imagine staying at this hotel?” The pair walked out into a room that was so packed, you 
would think it was New Year’s Eve in Times Square, as opposed to a Saturday afternoon in New York City’s Lower East Side.

When I mentioned to friends in the city I was staying at newish Hotel Indigo Lower East Side, everyone responded with the same 
line: “You’ll love Mr. Purple.”

I do love a good hotel bar scene and have definitely used this as a justifying factor when booking hotels in the past. Take the 
perpetually cool Ace Hotel New York lobby or the dimly lit Library bar at The NoMad, whose signature spiral staircase is imported 
from the South of France. I’ve never quite walked into a scene like Mr. Purple, though, where practically every inch was 
filled—from the skyline-facing bar to the rooftop terrace.

After a winter that dwindled on a bit too long, New Yorkers seemed desperate for any sign of summer’s start. A bit of 
sunshine—and weather nearing 70 degrees—was all it took for a crowd to throw on jean shorts and flowy dresses and head to the 
nearest (and newest) rooftop bar in the neighborhood. The fact that a Kentucky Derby-themed party was taking place didn’t hurt, 
either.

When you have a backdrop like New York City’s skyline, it’s hard to go wrong, and at Mr. Purple, the rooftop bar and restaurant 
capitalizes on one of its biggest assets. The indoor bar, stocked with small-batch spirits and regional craft brews, perfectly frames 
these skyscraper views with free-hanging light fixtures dangling delicately in front. Long wood tables and the modern, silver-tiled 
bar add an urban feel to the loft-like space. Outside, two terraces flank the rooftop pool. Reclaimed wood coffee tables and 
beach-inspired chaise lounges make the space feel as causal as joining friends for drinks in their apartment, yet still stylish enough 
to post on Instagram. Then, of course, comes the highlight of the experience—the cocktail menu. One of the favorites: the 
namesake cocktail composed of tequila, cranberry liqueur, allspice dram, apple and lemon—served up punch style.

http://www.mrpurplenyc.com/
https://www.hotelindigolowereastside.com/
https://www.acehotel.com/newyork
http://www.thenomadhotel.com/

