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The Dish

REUNION|
KTCHN BAR

WHERE: 18167 Biscayne Blvd., Aventura
PHONE: 305,931.7401
WEBSITE: reunionkb.com

CULINARY COCKTAIL: The

Japanese Garden drink at

Reunion, with Green Mark
vodka, cucumber

wasabi and sesame oil
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FRANK TALK: The fast-casual

world had been good to Cesar Olivo

and his wife, Adriana Pérez Benatar. In

<

'enezuela, the couple grew American
Hot Dogs, a gourmet ode to the frank,
to 18 restaurants before selling it in
2004. They hit another fast-casual
home run with Salsa Fiesta, a Mex

can fusion concept that debuted in
Caracas and added four more outpost
within a few years. But success came
with a price in Venezuela—including
ransom demands, given the escalation
of professional kidnappings. “| didnt
want to continue doing business in a
country where | didn't feel safe,” Olivo
says. “We made the decision to come

here and start over”

VISION QUEST: After moving
to South Florida in 2008, Olivo and

is wife (along with Adriana’s broth

Samuel) soon picked up where they left
oft in Venezuela, launching Salsa Fiesta
in Midtown Miami (today, there are
four locations: three in Miami and one
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>> Culinary cocktails, specialty drinks

meant to complement menu items,

are part of the experience at Reunion
Ktchn Bar. Check out the Black Truffle
Old Fashioned (small-batch bourbon
with black truffle honey and chocolate
bitters) and the Shaman (shitake-in-
fused rum, shitake syrup and Dulce
Arejo 1954).

>> Reunion has opened an adjacent
lounge, an extension of the restaurant
experience with seating for 30 and

its own food menu, including caviar
service, meats and cheeses, raw bar of-
ferings—and a fire-melted raclette with
artisan bread, potatoes, cornichons,

onions and cauliflower florets.
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