
 
May 18, 2022 
 
 
Dear Senators,  
 
We understand the Senate is moving toward a vote on The Small Business COVID Relief Act of 2022,  
S. 4008. The health of the restaurant and bar industry is of paramount importance to all of us and we urge 
you to support this bill.  

Tens of thousands of neighborhood restaurants, bars, breweries, wineries, distilleries, caterers, food 
trucks, and others are out of options and need your help. The $28.6 billion Restaurant Revitalization Fund 
(RRF) helped over 101,000 small businesses keep their doors open and their staff employed. 
Unfortunately, this program's limited funding failed to support roughly two-thirds of the eligible 
businesses that applied. Nearly 200,000 small businesses have been left behind and now four out of five 
of these restaurants and bars are in danger of closing permanently, threatening all of the livelihoods they 
support.  

These businesses — many of which have received no government relief to date — simply do not have 
weeks to wait as the pandemic continues to impact our economy. Over 90,000 restaurants have already 
permanently closed; without the passage of this bill many more will do the same, taking with them 
hundreds of thousands of American jobs.  

Refilling the RRF is a smart and necessary investment that we urge you to prioritize. These businesses are 
vital to our economy; before the pandemic, restaurants added middle class jobs at a rate over three times 
faster than the rest of the economy. To support the more than 177,000 applicants who still have not 
received relief would revive these restaurants and bars, their neighborhoods, and their communities. RRF 
grants help restaurants and bars hire employees at competitive wages, pay for the rising costs of basic 
supplies like cooking oil, meat, and dairy. These grants support the thousands of local farmers, bakers, 
vintners, distillers, delivery services and other small businesses that depend on restaurants and bars. The 
RRF allows restaurants and bars to pay back debts to landlords, banks, and service providers as well as 
help save institutions that are the cornerstones of our communities.  

We appreciate your movement on this bill and hope to see it pass in the coming days. 

Sincerely, 

American Beverage Licensees  
American Craft Spirits Association 
American Mead Makers Association 
Chow Now 
DoorDash 
Distilled Spirits Council of the United States 
FARE Idaho 
James Beard Foundation 
The Beer Institute 
The Brewers Association 
The American Cider Association 
Toast 
United States Bartenders' Guild  
WineAmerica 
Wine & Spirits Wholesalers of America 

Balt County Brewing, LLC 
Blue Mountain Wine Crafters LLC 
Charis Winery & Distillery  
Cutting Edge Selections 
Denizens Brewing 
Distillery Lane Ciderworks 
Jubilee Farm Fermentations 
Idiom Brewing 
Maryland Wine Association  
Peabody Heights Brewery 
Philosophy Winery 
Smoketown Brewing 
The Brewer’s Art 
Union Craft Brewing  
 


