
The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
President of the United States
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Biden,

Neighborhood restaurants and bars cannot hang on much longer.  Without your help, thousands
of restaurants will close, leaving millions of hardworking people without jobs and inflicting
immeasurable damage on communities around the country. Restaurant owners and workers have
been united for nearly two years, fighting through the unpredictable challenges COVID-19 has
thrown our way so we can preserve our businesses, our jobs, and continue to support our
communities. But we cannot fight much longer if we don’t receive relief.

We are grateful for the efforts the Biden Administration made to include the Restaurant
Revitalization Fund (RRF) in the American Rescue Plan in early 2021. Over 101,000 restaurants
and bars received grants last Spring, providing the resources needed to survive the pandemic
and continue providing jobs to the millions of people we employ. Unfortunately, this program's
limited funding failed to support roughly two-thirds of the eligible businesses that applied. Nearly
200,000 small businesses have been overlooked and now four out of five of these restaurants
and bars are in danger of closing permanently, threatening all of the livelihoods we support.

As we approach the third year of the pandemic, replenishing the RRF is the only way
independent restaurants and bars can recover from the past two years of economic trauma we
have endured and the aftershock we will continue to experience. Whether it’s another variant like
Omicron that forced 98% of restaurants and bars to lose revenue in December, or inflated food
prices, it is undeniable that COVID-19 continues to impact our industry.

Time is running out. In January, more than four in ten businesses that did not receive RRF
reported they are on the verge of bankruptcy and nearly three in and ten are close to eviction.
Business owners reported taking out new personal loans and going further into debt to pay their
employees and keep their doors open, but this is unsustainable.

Unemployment in leisure and hospitality is currently 8.6%, which is double the national average.
This isn’t because people don’t want to go back to work – it’s because the pandemic
permanently shuttered tens of thousands of restaurants and bars and it will continue to close
more in the coming months.



Restaurants and bars have accrued two years of debt from missed rent, utility, and supplier
payments. We have endured and navigated multiple COVID-19 surges that have forced us to
close, re-open, construct outdoor structures, pivot dozens of times, react to constantly changing
government rules and restrictions, and close again. Rising food costs have forced us to hike our
menu prices, driving away the customers we need to keep our businesses running. On top of all
of this, our businesses are forced to compete with the more than 101,000 restaurants and bars
that received grant relief, can pay their staff higher wages, and withstand pandemic uncertainty.
When we look around our neighborhood, we see business after business closing their doors and
wake up each day wondering whether we’ll be next.

When restaurants close, communities don’t only lose businesses, but gathering places that bring
life into our neighborhoods, opportunities for young people to break into the workforce, and
homes of treasured memories that last far longer than a main course. More than two dozen
mayors, hundreds of Republicans and Democrats in Congress, and thousands of people are
calling for the government to add more relief to the Restaurant Revitalization Fund because they
know how important this industry is to our supply chain, our communities, and our families. We
hope the White House joins them and makes this a priority in the upcoming omnibus.

Respectfully,

The Independent Restaurant and Bar Community


