“It was ‘Dineresque’”

The Uptown Cafe is a Bloomington Landmark. Words like ‘Classic’ and
‘Landmark’ get thrown around a lot, but that’s just what the Uptown has become.
It’s as much a part of the town as the Sample Gates or Assembly Hall. It is a
source of great town pride, where people come ‘to show Bloomington off’ to our
guests.
In 1976 at the age of 26, I opened a 30-seat café on
North Walnut Street. It was dineresque, known for its
hearty breakfasts featuring the ever-popular Michael’s
Homefries.
After all that we’ve been through, I could have never
imagined where we are today. Many thanks to all my
partners.
-I started out with Bill Hittner, who really helped
establish the Uptown’s reputation.
-Next came Susan Cornwell, also a great cook, who
contributed the Cornmeal Pancake and Chili recipes I
still use today.

-In 1984, Spyridon “Strats” Stratigos came on board
for the big move to our present location on Kirkwood
Avenue. Strats ran the dining room, the business
side and helped transform the Uptown Café into a
Bloomington mainstay.
In 1999, I became the sole proprietor. Over the years,
the Uptown has truly become a family business. My
wife, Crystal, became the bookkeeper and our six sons
have all contributed at one time or another.
I always have had a passion for food and the huge
variety of simple, hearty, regional cooking styles. In my
early years, I was introduced to Louisiana cooking and
was particularly inspired by New Orleans Chef Paul

Prudhomme.
I am grateful to the many people who have made
significant contributions to our evolution, creating
the ‘Gumbo of Humanity’ that is the Uptown Café.
Thank you to our loyal customers. We hope to
provide good food and service for many years to
come.

Michael
A scrap book of Uptown history:
Opposite Interior of the original location on North
Walnut Above right Michael Cassady as a much,
much, much younger man Right 1980s facade of the
present location on Kirkwood Below Michael Cassady
(2nd from right, bottom row, Jurassic era) gathered
with his staff in front of the original location on North
Walnut.
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